
Balanced Literacy 
in Kindergarten

Carol Vaage
cvaage@telus.net

http://www3.telus.net/public/cvaage
http://www.k-3learningpages.net

mailto:cvaage@telus.net
http://www3.telus.net/public/cvaage
http://www.k-3learningpages.net/


Balanced Literacy Model

Guided reading
Independent 
reading
Shared reading
Read Aloud
Direct Instruction
Word Work

Guided writing
Independent 
writing
Shared writing
Write Aloud
Direct Instruction
Projects







Kindergarten Literacy Web Site
http://www.kinderlit.ecsd.net

Ideas to use throughout the year –
poems, stories, songs
Kindergarten Literacy Centers –
titles, descriptions
Parent Brochure on Reading
Hand-out for Home Reading program

http://www.kinderlit.ecsd.net/


Learning to Read
http://www.learningtoread.ecsd.net

Parent role in literacy development
Stages of writing
Alberta Curriculum expectations
Read-Alouds – Think-Aloud 
Strategies
Glossary
Model for Balanced Literacy 
Instruction 

http://www.learningtoread.ecsd.net/


Learning to Write
http://www.learningtowrite.ecsd.net

Kindergarten writing centers and 
strategies
Beginning to write Rubric
6-trait writing assessment for beginning 
writers
Writing growth; stages
Writing process; spelling stages; 
purposes

http://www.learningtowrite.ecsd.net/


Early Literacy
http://www.earlyliterature.ecsd.net

Poetry resource
Research summaries; classroom 
implications; strategies
Parent information (roots metaphor)
Predictable book list 

http://www.earlyliterature.ecsd.net/


Literature for Literacy
http://www.literatureforliterature.ecsd.net

Books that highlight different letters
List of rhyming books, alliteration…
Strategies for teaching phonemic 
awareness
Phonemic awareness assessment

http://www.literatureforliterature.ecsd.net/


K-3 Learning Pages
http://www.k-3learningpages.net

Collected web sites on topics – e.g. 
literacy
Telecollaborative projects
Online games for kids – NetSteps
Clip Art links for creating kids’
materials; newsletters

http://www.k-3learningpages.net/














Slimy the 
Slug



Composting Worms









Children’s Research Reports



















These "bugsters" are drinking their nectar with their proboscis! Each bug also has a 
delightful array of fresh leaves to munch on (lettuce and spinach). The ladybugs in the 
crowd were thrilled with their spoonful of aphids (broccoli flower shavings). For the 
scorpions, we had some fresh meat. And we know how ants love to eat cheese and crackers 

on our picnics. These little bugs feasted royally at the bug party!
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